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Richmond’s Soccer Bonanza
UVA , UNC and VT, W&M in Showcase Games;
Jefferson Cup Tournament Features Top U16-U19 Boys Teams
Richmond VA – Quality collegiate soccer comes to Richmond this weekend and next courtesy of the 2008 Jefferson Cup hosted by the Richmond Strikers, and it’s free. 
“Our Jefferson Cup showcase games bring some of the regional top college teams to Richmond,” says Scott Turner, executive director of the Richmond Strikers.  “The men will be here this weekend, and the women come to town next weekend.  Everyone is welcome to come out and cheer, and no one has to buy a ticket. ”
The first showcase game, which pits Longwood University against James Madison University, will be on Thursday, at 7:30 p.m. at Striker Park #3.  The second game, Virginia Tech against William & Mary, will be played at 7:30 p.m. on Friday, March 21st at Sports Backers Stadium.  And in the third game, the University of Virginia takes on the University of North Carolina at Striker Park #3 at 2 p.m. 

“Our Jefferson Cup Boys U16-U19 Tournament also features some of the top youth travel teams in the country,” added Turner.  “In addition to our regional neighbors, we have entries from Colorado, Wisconsin, Indiana, Minnesota, Michigan, Illinois, Florida, Louisiana, New Jersey, New York and Connecticut, plus six teams from Canada.  Next weekend, the girls tournament will attract the same high quality of national competition.”
Now in its 27th year, the Jefferson Cup , which is played at 12 sites around Richmond, attracts the country’s top 600 girls and boys youth soccer teams for a tournament that stretches over three weekends.  Admission to the Jefferson Cup is free.  Games are held from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. at Striker Park, a 10-field complex off Pouncey Tract Road in Henrico County, as well as 10 additional soccer venues around Richmond.  The Jefferson Cup Boys U16-U19 Tournament will be March 20-23; and the Jefferson Cup Girls Tournament will be held March 29-30.  For a full schedule of teams and schedules visit www.strikersonline.com.

Jefferson Cup Boys U14  Winner -- South Charlotte Soccer Club handily defeated Philadelphia Soccer Club Coppa, 4-0 in the Jefferson Cup Boys U14 final on Saturday, March 15 to earn a berth in the prestigious Nike Manchester United Premier Cup Tournament which will be played in Beaverton, Oregon, May 22-26.   
DC United-Richmond Kickers Exhibition Game -- Professional soccer fans will also have their day in the sun on Saturday, March 22nd when the Richmond Kickers play the DC United in an exhibition game at University of Richmond Stadium at 7 p.m.  
“To host DC United’s first team is a wonderful way to kick-off our 15th anniversary celebration,” comments Leigh Cowlishaw, Richmond Kickers Head Coach and Vice President, Soccer Programs.  “We are very honored to be able to play DC United a week before their MLS season opener.”

General admission tickets are $15/person and are available at www.richmondkickers.com. 
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